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PRESIDENTõS NOTES 
President Tom Farmer sends the first of his reports.

Having joined Rotary in 1973 and 
now having only Ray Hall and Rod 
Kirby with longer service I ran out of 
excuses and now find myself as your 
President. 

Having to follow Ken Whitcombeõs 
leadership certainly concerns me.  
We had a fantastic year with so 
many events and raising around 
£25,000 whilst enjoying ourselves! 

Our membership is as strong as  
it has ever been and the fellowship 
has never been better. We joined 
Rotary to help others less fortunate 
than ourselves whilst enjoying the 
fellowship. 

With your support I hope to keep our 
club òTop of the Premiershipó and you 

will note a sporting flavour during the 
next twelve months. 

Each month we will have a sports 
person as guest speaker. We have 
already arranged a trip to Cosford or 
Shawbury, a visit to a Wellington 
Cricket Match, not forgetting our new 
venture of organising a walk around 
the Wrekin on 6th September. 

Our Church Service with Inner  
Wheel is at Wellington Methodist 
Church on October 11th with lunch 
at Coalbrookdale.  

So over the next few weeks you can 
expect to be busy and as yet I do 
not anticipate dipping into the 
transfer market so donõt be late for 
training!! 

 

ERRORS & OMISSIONS 

One of your editorial staff was 
accosted by a multitude of  

Margarets after the last issue.  

It was pointed out that it was Margaret 
Lovatt who had scored the 7 points 
on the òWrekin Wrangleró programme 
and not Margaret Williams.  And that 
was not all. Margaret Lovatt is not a 

mem ber of Inner Wheel whereas 
Margaret Williams most certainly is. 

A mass of Margarets on the warpath 
left a chastened editor promising to 
correct the error as soon as possible.  

 And it was David Lanyon  who 
pointed out that Rotabilia itself had 
been wrongly spelt as Rotablla  in  
the last issue. Sometimes a copy  
readerõs job is not an easy one. 

 

Front cover: The memorial on Omaha Beach, Normandy see supplement . 

Rotabilia is edited by Don Woolford, Dave Lewis and John Wardle.  
Photographs in this edition by David Lovatt, John Rice and Chantelle Thorley. 

If you are not a Rotarian and are interested in knowing more about our Rotary Club  
please contact the Secretary, David Lovatt, sec09@wellingtonrotary.org.uk
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DAVID BUFTON CHARITY GOLF DAY 

Although two days of torrential rain 
preceded our golf day nevertheless 
Shifnal golf course weathered the 
storms and played perfectly for our 
15th annual golf day.  

David Lovatt  had  done so much 
work that he could not fit in a round 
himself but with the help of many 
other club members some of whom 
were players and others workers 
stayed on duty  all day to ensure a 
successful event. Andy Kaleta 
helped set out the course with the 
signs he had made himself. Peter 
Martin laid out a fiendish putting 
competition and John Rice took 
pictures of every team for 
publication the same day.  

President Ken Whitcombe left the 
course only to have a tooth 
extracted, Elfed Jones sold raffle 
tickets and Mike Heath could  
be seen late in the evening 
traversing the course to retrieve the 
signs. Ann Lanyon and Ann Holden 
put in a 12  hour day, no less, issuing 
and marking the scorecards.  

It was good to see that Maurice and 
Roger Bufton had entered a team 
and were present in the evening 
when Roger presented the Gerry 
Powell Trophy to the winners, a team 
from Shifnal Golf Club and Di Bufton 
made the first presentation of the 
David Bufton trophy to the individual 
winner John Clayton of Shifnal Golf 
Club.  

The event raised a total of £2,750 
which was generously increased by 
a £750 donation from Barclays Ba nk 
so that a total of £1,500 could be 
donated to Telford and Wrekin 
Young Carers Service. In thanking 
everybody at the end of the day 
President Ken made particular 
thanks to the Shifnal Golf club and to 
our sponsors who make such a 
substantial contribution towards the 
success of the day.  
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THE RI CONVENTION AND DHANBAD CONNECTION 

A convivial party of four Indian 
Rotarians with two of their wives were 
welcomed to our club in June at the 
time of the Rotary International 
Convention in Birmingham. They 
stayed for a couple of nights at the 
Buckatree and on their Saturday 
evening a happy barbecue was 
held at the home of Bob and Mary 
Redwood.   

More than 40 of us gathered to 
greet our Indian friends thanks to 
much hard work by Bob and Mary 
and by organisers Jim and Anne 
Tranter. It was Jim who provided the 
drinks while Venn and Sue Davies 
with the help of Jim Udale did the 
food. Our Dhanbad visitors were of 

course hosts in 2008 to the five from 
Wellington who went to India for the 
opening of the Gerry Powell Jaipur 
Limb Centre in Dhanbad.   

Jim also did a fair amount of 
transporting to and from the NEC in 
Birmingham to assist our guests in 
attending the  Convention.  

Then on the Sunday evening our 
Indian friends presided over a dinner 
at the Buckatree. More than a 
dozen of us were able to hear more 
news about the running of the 
Centre.  
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Then on the Monday Alan Fisher 
and Don Woolford accompanied 
them to the station for their train to 
Birmingham International and took 
their luggage to their hotel at the 
NEC.  

Alan and Don then visited the House 
of Friendship, part of the 
RI Convention at the NEC where 
Alan dutifully performed a sales task 
on behalf of Polio Plus.  

Other visitors to the Convention were 
VP Alec Owen, whose duty was to 
patrol the Birmingham International  
railway platform helping new arrivals, 
and PP Ken and Paula Whitcombe  
with, of course, Greg . 

Jim, òexposed internationallyó in the 
above photoõ included in a 
Convention Gallery available on the 
Internet, has since heard from the 
Dhanbad Rotarians who want  us to 
visit them in 2010. He is at present 
taking soundings from club 
members.  

  

  


