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Tree of Light. The Presidents with 
Norma Ross of Severn Hospice

Thank you very much for your help on the two recent 
Saturday collections at Morrisons and in Wellington’s Square.  
The Morrisons collection on the day before Mothering Sunday 
raised the sum of £462.06 for Rotary’s Polio campaign.

The collection in The Square, again for Polio, totalled £251.77 
so thank you for your support, attendance & enthusiasm.  We 
were lucky with the weather and, like all traders in the town, 
somewhat disadvantaged by the number of empty shops, 
especially in The Square.  Tesco next - 11th May!

Don’s Jottings. 

The Rotary Club of Wellington welcomed into membership 
of the Rotary family worldwide Caro Hart. Caro’s 

classification is Charity CEO and she was proposed by 
Rotarian Peter Seaward.

Polio Collections 
[Geoff Ward & Vic Young]

Wrekin Riders BMX 
Track Club [Brian Richards]
The site container Club House was delivered onto a temporary 
base on Wednesday 27th March. To say that the members 
present were delighted would be an understatement - they 
were like kids at a fairground. That was before they set to work 
to dig out the delivery truck.  The total weight loaded would 
have been about 30 tons.  

Hopefully the concrete base will be completed to enable 
transfer of unit to permanent location in May.  ‘Hire This’ have 
agreed to do this lift free of charge - they have been so very 
helpful.  We expect to organise a grand opening with Kirsty 
using her PR and press contacts to maximise publicity.

It was something your editor, David, said to me 
a few  weeks  ago when I was asking him when 
the next  Rotabilia would be coming out.  “End of 
March” he said and went on “I just wish a few more 
members would come up with something like you 
do.  You know, your Jottings”.  Well, I thought, 
that’s an appeal that comes from the heart so 
I really ought to have another go at making his 
appeal public.  So here goes.    Even though you 
hadn’t really thought about contributing to  your 

magazine,  try doing this.  Turn on Word and 
immediately type some-thing.  Perhaps “I’m fed 
up with Rotabilia asking me for contributions” or 
“Why can’t we have proper puddings every week 
at Rotary” or something more sensible and real.  
Then give it a title and leave it.  I reckon there’s 
a fair to  good chance you will go back to it and 
then in no time your Letter to the Editor will be 
finished and on its way.  Easy.  And cheering for 
your editor, too.

What a tremendously busy time we have had 
since the start of the New Year and what a 
time for celebrating the work of Rotary.

February was when we celebrated the 
tremendous success of the Telford clubs 
working together in the Tree of Light 
campaign. I presented the Wellington share 
to the Wellington Theatre company to 
enable them to improve backstage facilities 
at Wellington Belfry theatre for their young 
people. March kicked off with St David’s Day 
of great significance to all of us with Welsh 
heritage.  Sportsman’s evening, our largest 
fundraiser of the year, gathered a substantial 
crowd to hear Alex Stepney talk about his 
time as the Manchester United goalkeeper during their first successful European Cup campaign. 

Most importantly, however, were the 90th Charter Celebrations at the end of March.  Our birthday was 
an outstanding success.  The 130 Rotarians and guests attending represented 14 Rotary Clubs together 
with our colleagues from Wellington Inner Wheel and Wellington Probus.  

The success of the event can be recorded in no better way than through the 
words of our former ADG, Maurice Cryer, who wrote, “What a splendid 
evening. Good food and lovely people to share it with and then 
superb entertainment from members of your club reiterating the 
good that your club has done in the last 90 years.  So glad that 
Eileen and I were there to share it with you.”

I would like to thank everyone involved in putting this 
event together - it made me very proud to be President of 
Wellington Rotary.

The Charter weekend finished with a personalised tour 
of Weston Park culminating with a superb afternoon 
tea in the Orangery - the cakes were scrumptious!

Delivery to Telford BMX

President peter & Gill welcome Mike and 
Lynn Dorricot to Charter Night



Success at 
Sports

Our sports teams continue to have success 
in the District competitions winning 
both the Ten-pin and Snooker trophies.  
President Peter writes, “Competition 
for places is fierce and as President it 
is wonderful to see so many members 
participating and enjoying fellowship in 
these events. Congratulations and long 
may it continue.“

Sport has always played a part in our 
fellowship activities whether taking part in 
Rotary competition or hearing about sport 
at our annual Sportsman’s night where 33 
years of entertaining evenings organised 
throughout that time by Mike Dorricott 
have raised in the region of a phenomenal 

£137,000. 

Sportsman’s Night this year starred 
Alex Stepney of Manchester United and 
England and while with us he presented 
the Ten-pin trophy to Rob Evans,

90th Charter 
Celebrations

Greetings from 
‘Wellingtons’

The Club received many greetings and congratulations 
including these messages received from ‘Wellingtons’ 
throughout the world.

“The President, and members, of the Rotary Club of 
Wellington, Florida, U.S.A send greetings to your club 
and members of your families upon reaching a milestone 
of celebrating your 90th Anniversary.  ‘The Wellington 

Rotary Club offers a toast 
to the Rotary Club of 
Wellington, Shropshire, 
England, on this day in 
the interest of greater 
fellowship, international 
understanding and world 
peace.’ “

“The President and 
members of the Rotary 
Club of Wellington Point 
in Queensland send 
congratulations to your 
club on achieving 90 
years of success. That is 

certainly an achievement for which your members can 
be justifiably proud.”

“Congratulations to the Rotary Club of Wellington on 
your 90th anniversary.  The Rotary Club of Wellington 
Kau Kau is only 30 months old but we look to clubs like 
yours as an example of what we hope to achieve in our 
community.”

President Phyo Kyi of the Rotary Club of Wellington 
Ontario writes, “It is a real pleasure to extend 
congratulations to the 
Rotary Club of Wellington 
on their 90th anniversary 
and a unique experience 
for one Wellington Rotary 
in the world to be able to 
join in the celebrations 
of another of the world’s 
Wellingtons.”

On Friday 29th March 2019 Rotarians and guests representing clubs from across Shropshire and 
District 1210 celebrated the 90th birthday of the Rotary Club of Wellington. In the presence 
of District Governor Ashley Gray, Wellington Rotarians shared aspects of the club’s ’90 Years of 
Service’ to the community.

It was in 1929 that 15 professional and businessmen from Wellington went to Heath’s restaurant 
in New Street where they met the Chairman of Rotary District No. 6 and other Rotarians from 
Shrewsbury, Wolverhampton Smethwick and Birmingham.  By the end of this meeting the Rotary 
Club of Wellington was formed and Sidney Bradford was elected first President.  He was a dental 
surgeon by profession, a coincidence as that was the profession of current President, Peter Williams. 

Over the 90 years the club has produced two District Governors and have been led by 89 Presidents 
– S C Parker served as President in 1932-33 and again in 1950-51.

President Peter said, “I believe that fellowship is the key to Wellington’s success, enabling us to 
work together for the good of the wider community. This continues into our 90th 

year, supporting local causes like providing a toilet block for a Telford BMX 
group or working with a Rotary Club in Malawi to provide solar energy 

for a hospital.  I believe that our Club is still thriving after 90 years of 
Service.”

The celebration concluded with the award of a Sapphire Paul 
Harris Fellowship to Rotarian Graham Reedman who at the age 
of 92 has been a member of the Rotary Club of Wellington 
for 45 years. The citation was read by the youngest member 
of the club, Rotarian Sophie Yates who said, ‘Graham 
continues to have a keen interest in club affairs, and in 
Rotary Worldwide. His views are always well-considered 
and relevant. He also continues to be active in his local 
community.’

Paul Rhodes congratulates Graham 
Reedman on his Sapphire PHF

The Founding members

Alex Stepney presents the Snooker 
Trophy to Rob Evans


